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Email us at:  service@lumiereministries.com

  

         Call us at 704-823-0271

 

LMM Ministries in Haiti:             Good to know: 

Lumière Pour Les Aveugles” 
Light for Those Who Are Blind   

     This fall LMM missionaries Dirk and Karen Martin celebrated the 
25thanniversary of their arrival in Haiti.  They met in 1986 when they 
came to teach at Quisqueya Christian School in Port-au-Prince.   
They have served in Cayes with LMM since 2005.  
     During the month of September Dirk and Karen did some training 
sessions for the teachers at the Special School of Les Cayes and 
worked with a computer technician to get the Braille embosser 
running at St. Vincent’s School for Handicapped Children in Port-au-
Prince in preparation for the beginning of the school year in 
October.  Dirk continues to work with two teachers at the 
Missionaries of Charity Home for Children with Disabilities who are 
teaching children with multiple disabilities, including ten who are 
blind and visually impaired.  
     The Martins’ ministry, Light for Those Who Are Blind, provides 
Scripture and other Christian materials in Braille and audio 
format.  Dirk is embossing copies of Bible 
stories in Kreyol Braille for two libraries in 
Port-au-Prince. Students who returned to 
the Special School were eager to borrow 
more books from the Library/Resource 
Room in Les Cayes.   
    A Proclaimer, a digital audio recording of 

the Kreyol New Testament, was given to 
a man from a nearby town.   

"Sharing The Light of The 
Gospel with those who have 

visual impairments in Haiti."

   

*To go “paperless”, please send your email 

address to: service@lumiereministries.com

 

Use your credit card to donate 

NOW!  Your secure gifts can be 

made 24/7, or use the convenience 

of  automatic recurring gifts & 

leave the work to us.  

For more info call Marie at 704-823-0271, or visit 
us on the web:                                                                         

http://www.lumiereministries.com/HowCanIHelp.html

    

REMINDER:  Year-end donations 
must be postmarked by December 
31, 2011.                  Thank You!

   

NEED GIFT IDEAS??    

Consider making a gift to Lumière 
Ministries in honor or in memory 
of someone.  We’ll send the honorees 
a note to acknowledge your gifts.  

 

O  give thanks unto the LORD; for He is good: 

for His mercy endureth  forever.”  

Psalm 118:29   

Learning to use the Proclaimer

  
The Communique:  Holiday  2011

  
From the President of LMM…. 

G reetings to those who pray, those who give, those who go and those who have paved the way for us. 

Where has the time gone and what have we accomplished?  2011 has come and will soon be gone.  
Thanksgiving Day is just around the corner and Christmas is right on its heels; another year down and 
another begins.  James 14:4 drives this point home by reminding us our “life is like a vapor, here for just a little 
while then vanishes away”.  The evening news overflows with bad news on every front.  Wars are raging 
around the globe, leaders are being ousted and the world’s economy is on the brink, etc.  We have to look 
long and hard to find something positive.  Or do we?  

        As a very young boy I learned a song that many of you perhaps still sing from time to time: “Count Your Blessings”.  
The times when I have paused to list my blessings I was truly surprised at what the Lord had done in my personal life and in the 
life of this ministry.   

It was just over ten months ago when Dr. Buddy Whitesides accompanied me to the dedication of King’s Hospital.  
Thanks to God the Haitian people now have a debt-free modern Christian health care facility!

 

We celebrate the scores of volunteers who traveled to Haiti bringing hope to the needy and those who worked 
long  hours in our Gastonia office to keep the mail flowing.  Many also braved difficult conditions to receive, 
inspect, repair, sort and ship containers of supplies and equipment to our Haitian partners.

 

Thanks to God’s continuing provision of high quality logistical resources, our board has welcomed new partners 
into our family creating a greater need for volunteers:   

 

o Clinic Jolivert is an established and respected clinic located near Port de Paix in northwest  Haiti.  We 
look forward to a new operating facility planned to open in the spring of 2012.  Praise the Lord for an      
X-Ray and an anesthesia machine that is already in place and ready to go.

 

o Centre Medical Emmanuel (CME) in Cayes-Jacmel has been a light of hope in south central Haiti for 
many years and a place where some of our volunteers are already serving.  This clinic is situated in a 
beautiful shaded rural setting and boasts two well-equipped surgical suites.  Plans for facility upgrades 
are on-going.

 

o Hispaniola International University Medical School and Clinic envisions a place to train highly motivated 
Haitian medical students in a Christian environment.  It is our hope that these new doctors will remain in 
Haiti to help rebuild their fragile medical infrastructure.  Our doctors are sure to enjoy working with 
patients in the clinic overlooking the beautiful beach of Jacmel and sharing their experience and skills 
teaching the next generation of Haitian physicians.

 

We are truly grateful to have reached 27% of our capital campaign goal ($750,000) to rebuild Hospital of Peace in 
Port-au-Prince.  Construction is moving right along as we continue to raise the remaining funds.  As the walls of 
the first floor were built, patients filled the waiting room chairs.  

 

          Just a little recap of some of the many blessings from the past year and a glimpse of what is in store reminds us that 
little is much when God is in it.  We at LMM are thankful for your prayers, spirit of volunteerism and financial support that 
enables us to persevere in doing God’s work in these challenging times.   Our work is not done and much remains for us to 
do, so “Let us not grow weary in doing good” (Gal.6:1-10); rather  let us double our efforts and strengthen our  ability to share 
the love of Christ with our friends and unreached neighbors in Haiti.  We look forward to the challenges and blessings God 
has in store for us in 2012. 

        Oh yes, this year did pass fast and we have much to be thankful for.  Go ahead; count your blessings and see what the 
Lord has done in your life. To God be the glory!                  

Thanks for making a difference,  

Hank Haskins 

http://www.lumiereministries.com/HowCanIHelp.html
http://www.lumiereministries.com/HowCanIHelp.html


 
LMM Ministry Partner Focus:

  

Clinical area (in and out patients) 
Emergency section 
Patients recovery section 
Support and maintenance  

Present Situation:

  
Currently, patients walk great distances to reach the CME facility in search of 
adequate health care.  

Over the next decade road improvements will provide easier travel routes for 
a southern population of over two million people. As such, the demand for 
medical services at CME will increase exponentially resulting in excessive 
strain on the facility. At present, there are no other facilities in that region to 
support the demand for minimum health care needs.   

Notably, the southern population of Haiti is economically marginalized. Living is at a subsistence level; 
the majority of which are women who tend to be the central cohesive source of family structure in 
Haiti.  

Goals:

  

Renovate CME Main facility - Plan, build, and improve the CME medical facilities to support the 
present and future health care needs through innovative programs in the following areas:     

OB/GYN  
Surgical intervention  
Pediatric  
Administration        

Technical Education - Technical education is an essential support ingredient for the infrastructure of 
the medical system training nurses, medical technicians, administrative support, etc.). It is imperative 
that we support local schools to train potential students that could benefit CME and other medical 
facilities.  

Satellite Clinical Facilities - It is also imperative that CME support satellite clinics be managed by a 
certified nurse and staffed by a qualified midwife. These clinics will provide medical care to surrounding 
communities such as routine check ups, minor injuries, routine gynecology, low-risk child births, 
neonatal care, etc. Additionally, the satellite facilities provide clinical experience for medical students 
as well as other medical-support staff. 

CME (Centre Medical Emmanuel) Cayes-Jacmel, Haiti 

Doctors pray before a surgery 

Dr. Louis Philippe Well-equipped  
operating room 

Lab 

Supply Storage 

Open air waiting room  

LMM VOLUNTEER CALENDAR:  
November 13—18: Kings—Dr. Jack Mathews (Medical Team)

 
November 15-20: Kings and CME--Dr. Rick Reed and Dr. John Lovejoy

 
December 9-16: Kings—Dr. Geri Hurlbut (Art Therapy Team)

 
Visit our web page to see the current LMM Volunteer calendar.  Go to: www.lumiereministries.com and click on 
“Calendar” at the top of the page.

 
With three new locations, we need medical volunteers AND work teams.  If you are interested, please contact the office.

  

Calvary Baptist Church, Charlotte, N.C.

  

“In His Name the nations will put their hope”                              

   

Matthew 12:21

 

     Leaving Charlotte were six adults, four teens 
and three children.  Arriving in Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti, was a team put together by God, ready to 
embrace whatever was before it.

 

    The first sights that we experienced were of 
extreme poverty, crumbled buildings, dust, dirt 
and people everywhere.  A two-hour drive took 
us to Jacmel where we saw more dust and dirt, 
fewer people but an addition of tent cities.   
Another two-hour drive took us to the top of 
the mountain where we found thick, green 
vegetation and people who would come out of 
the brush to greet us.  The landscape was both 
beautiful and barren across the countryside.

 

    The real beauty was in the faces of the people
-people who were made in the image of God, 
just like us.  These faces represent 74 children 
who received Jesus as their Savior; an elderly 
woman who watched her home crumble in the 
earthquake, now living in a tent city with 
nothing but gratitude to God for saving her life; 
a young woman who lived in the orphanage, 
again who had nothing but was so eager to give 
me a beautiful scarf she had made with her own 
hands.  And so the story goes….

 

    The reason  we went to Haiti  was to share the 
love of God, hope for the future and make every 

person realize his/her value and worth.  As this 
wonderful experience comes to a close in our 
lives, we realize how blessed we are and that 
we truly received much more from those 
precious Haitians than we could ever have 
given.  

 

     Thank you, Lumière Medical Ministries, for 
allowing us to partner with you in this ministry. 
Once more our lives have  been changed by the 
power and presence of our Holy God and we are 
eternally grateful.

 

               Tony & Karen Harper, Calvary Baptist Church

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

 

     
     Our family mission trip to Jacmel, Haiti, was 
nothing short of an amazing appointment by 
God!

 

    As a mother taking her two children to a third 
world country, I was mentally exhausted before 
we even left!

  

I am so thankful that my strength 
comes from One Who knows no 
weakness.

  

Also, I need to mention that He had 
handled all of my anxieties and fears before we 
even got there.

  

The kids did better than I could 
have ever imagined.

  

Praise God!

 

    Once we were there, the experience was far 
more fulfilling than we could have ever 
imagined.

  

We went to work at Beraka Church 
in Jacmel under the leadership of Pastor 
Duplessy and his family.

  

What a blessing the 
Duplessy family is to the church and 
surrounding community.

  

Our family, along with 
nine other team members, held a VBS for the 
children of the church and community.

  

We told 
Bible stories through our gifted and spirit-filled 
translator Anderson, we did crafts and played 
games and really just spent time getting to 
know the beautiful children in Jacmel.

  

On the 
last night, the young members of our team, 
including my son Cade, gave their 

 

testimonies.

  

Through these testimonies and the 
testimony of a young Haitian girl, 37 children 
came to know Christ that night!

  

Praise God!

 

    Our group was also able to go to a remote 
village in the mountains on our trip.

  

The tap-
tap ride was an exciting journey not to be soon 
forgotten!

  

The people in the village were so 
nice and welcoming to us.

  

We were able to 
share a Bible story , a craft and hand out some 
special goodies to them.

  

They were very 
appreciative.

  

When we left the village a total of 
30 or more became believers.

  

God is going to 
do wonderful things with this group of 
villagers!

  

I have always heard of mission 
stories of people going to these remote places 
and just sharing the Lord and testimonies with 
the local people.

  

It was a huge blessing to be 
there doing this very thing. To top it off, we 
were experiencing this together as a family.

 

    God is at work in Haiti and with the Haitian 
people. They love the Lord and truly and freely 
worship like I have never seen before.

  

We were 
taught so many things and our eyes opened by 
the mere simplicity of their lifestyle, the joy 
they always have and the love they so willingly 
gave to us while we were there.

 

    We miss and pray for our new family and 
friends.  We pray the Lord will allow our family 
to serve again in Jacmel soon.                  

             Carol Ratliff, Calvary Baptist Church

 

THANK YOU!                                THANK YOU!                                
Miriam Elmore Pat Parker 

Ann Toomey 

        

Wanda Haskins Chloe, Cade & Carol Ratliff  

Answering The Call 

 
OFFICE VOLUNTEERS “ANSWER THE CALL”   

How can you say “thank you” to so many who have replied to emails and 
telephone messages saying “I’ll be there” when it is time for a mail-out of 
one kind or another?   Over the years there have been several format 
changes, increases in the mailing list from 600 to 1600,  changes in the 
requirements of the post office in order to be able to mail at “bulk mail” 
discounted rates; but there is a large group that time and time again -
maybe not everybody every time-  that show up for the torture of 
folding, sealing and labeling newsletters, appeal letters, etc, etc, etc. We 
are blessed to have so many “veterans” as well as “newbies” who desire 
to help LMM in this unselfish way! 

Jenny Buchanan 

http://www.lumiereministries.com
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