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     January 12, 2010….       
is a date that will forever be etched in the 

minds and hearts of the Haitian people and those of us who have love in our 
hearts for them. 

To a country still reeling from a deadly and damaging hurricane in 1996, the 7.0 magnitude earthquake 
and aftershocks that rocked the tiny nation of Haiti were devastating, both in loss of life and property, 
and in injuries.  As of this writing the death toll, as reported by the government of Haiti, stands at 
approximately 230,000 and the number injured is approximately 300,000.  It is estimated that 1.5 million 
people have been displaced from their homes, although with no census no one really knows how many. 
They are living in makeshift tent cities where the sanitation conditions are deplorable and there is little 
access to clean water. With the rainy season approaching there is concern about the outbreak of 
disease and lack of adequate shelter.   

Even though the situation appears to be hopeless 
and overwhelming, we are constantly assured that 
God is at work in Haiti and He is also at work here 
at Lumière Medical Ministries as we minister on 
Haiti’s behalf.  As soon as we learned of the 
disaster, Lumière Medical Ministries has been 
working hard to  recruit and deliver medical teams 
and supplies to some of the hardest hit areas.  
From  volunteer teams, donations of supplies and  
equipment to two NASCAR teams who provided 
air transportation on their private jets  in the days 
immediately following the earthquake, we are 
constantly witnessing the awesome power, love         
and mercy of God.  

We are always grateful for your prayers, donations 
(both in-kind and monetary), time spent volunteering 
and  other displays of love.  May God bless you!    

Responding To Haiti’s 

January Earthquake 

Disaster   

http://www.lumiereministries.com


 
How you are responding to meet the needs:  

 

                   Medical and non-medical volunteers needed for the following weeks:  

July 3-10 August 29-September 5      October 23-30   November 20-27 Any week in December  

If you are interested please go to our website at www.lumiereministries.com and complete an application form.  Or you  

may contact Sharon Kolb, Director of Field Support, at sharon@lumiereministries.com.   

The medical teams are usually 8 people or less and include a surgeon, family practice physician, anesthesiologist or nurse  

anesthetist, pastor or chaplain.  Other available spaces are typically filled by nurses.  

The non-medical  (construction teams) are generally 18 people or less.   

From the desk of Mickey Stokes… Director of Logistics:  

Many, many thanks for the overwhelming support of LMM you have provided in the days preceding  and 

following the earthquake.  Both in-kind and monetary gifts have been and will continue to be greatly appreciated.  We  

estimate the value of in-kind donations since January 12th to be approximately $150,000!     

Thank you to Scherer Presbyterian Church in Lake Wylie, S.C. for providing funds to pay a large portion of the 

$6,000 cost of shipping the last 40 foot container  to Haiti.  We are also grateful for the  18 volunteers from PSNC 

Energy who loaded the container in approximately three hours!!   What a blessing!  

We will be sending another 40 foot container to Haiti  on April 3.  Donations to be used toward the cost of 

shipping would be greatly appreciated, as well as volunteers to help load.  If you are able to help, please contact me at 

mickeystokes348@gmail.com or at 704-824-0271. 

Some great donation stories ……. 

Eleven year old Cassie Allen stood at the end of her driveway with a poster she made asking for 

money to help the people of Haiti.  She raised $32.02. 

Denise Cope collected and donated $160.26 from her school (Tabernacle Christian School).  She 

is an aspiring career missionary. 

Maggie Hooks and Rachel Spencer held a fundraiser at their church (First ARP Church, Gastonia) 

one Wednesday night and by selling hand made jewelry, they raised $335.00. 

Grier School conducted a “Heart for Haiti” campaign and raised $325.00 

Kristin Smith, neighbor of recent volunteers Hadley & daughter Sallie Wilson, sold lemonade and 

cookies in her neighborhood to raise money for earthquake victims.  Of the $600.00  raised she 

donated half to the Red Cross and half to Lumière Ministries.                                    

 
And the overwhelming needs of the future...      

Activities of Dr. June Hanks, Advantage Program Director, while in Haiti January 28 – February 14 was 
involved in strategic planning for short-term and long-term rehabilitation, meeting with leadership regarding 
future use of the rehabilitation clinic and prosthetics and orthotics shop, and provision of services where needed.  

The Prosthetics and Brace Shop component of the Advantage Program has taken on greater importance since 
the earthquake that shook Haiti the afternoon of January 12.  Dr. Hanks is working to establish the Prosthetics 

and Brace Shop at CSL as a main service point for 
providing prosthetics in the southern department 
of Haiti. 

All of the Bernice Johnson Center students have 
returned to Cayes, and classes started on January 
25.  Several of the girls reported that their homes 
in the Port-au-Prince area were destroyed by the 
earthquake.  Graduation is planned for the end of 
May 2010, so we ask for your prayers concerning 
the future for these women.  

The school sponsorship component of the 
program was affected as St. Vincent's Center for 

Handicapped Children suffered great damage.  The Advantage Program-sponsored students had just returned to 
school the day before the quake.  We are thankful that most of the students we sponsor survived without major 
injury, but we are sad to report that one student was killed when the boys' dorm collapsed, and another boy is 
missing. 

Dirk Martin’s work with the blind continues to make a significant impact. The two blindness rehabilitation 
instructors that he has been training got some practice working with the 5 blind students who live at the school 
sponsored by the Haitian Society for the Support of People with Visual Impairment (SHAA) while classes were 
suspended following the earthquake.  Dirk has also resumed working with a teacher and care giver at La Charité 
where the sensory stimulation room is once again being used for children with severe impairments including 
blindness. The Mother Teresa home has received many, many refugees. We are pleased that Dirk can continue 
to help the dedicated Sisters who work there. 

The work of the Advantage Program continues to be a blessing to the disabled of southern Haiti, and we pray for 
all those associated with the program, including Karen Martin, in-country coordinator, who serves in a support 
position so she can be wherever she is needed whenever she is needed.       

   

Please help us save money on postage by joining our  e-mail   
distribution list for the Communiqué. All you need to do is send  
an e-mail to marie@lumiereministries.com.    

Type “e-mail list” on the subject line and give us your name,  
mailing address and e-mail address.         

THANKS!            

http://www.lumiereministries.com


 
The Advantage Program:  Meeting the needs for the present….      

On February 9,  2010 a group of United Nations experts emphasized that the needs of  Haitians with 

disabilities must be included in the relief, recovery and reconstruction processes following the 

earthquake. 

“Persons with disabilities are particularly  affected by the crisis,” said the 

head of the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  

“The disabled risk being left out unless a disabilities perspective is built in 

the process from the start.”                                            

The role of the Advantage Program will be crucial to the  future of  Haiti’s  disabled population.  In a 

TIME Magazine article dated 2/17/2010 titled Haiti: What To Do with a Nation of Amputees, the writers 

say that of the 250,000 to 300,000  injured, doctors are estimating as many as 100,000 are amputees.  

This number could rise to 150,000 as  limbs may require amputation at a later date because of wound 

infection.  The demand for prosthetics and physical therapy is overwhelming.  He states, “This [physical 

therapy]  could be the single biggest medical problem [Haiti] will have as a result of the earthquake,"            

These amputees will depend on 

programs like Advantage as their 

struggle to survive will be difficult 

in a country that generally shuns 

those with disabilities. 

“Persons with disabilities must not 

become ‘the forgotten ones’ during 

the emergency response and the 

reconstruction of the country.”    

King’s Hospital:  Responding from the beginning 

Anjie was the first surgical patient First surgical procedure was performed 11/3/09 

King’s Hospital began outpatient operations in August of 2009.  As the construction phase neared completion, the 
first surgical procedure was performed in early November.   

The January earthquake called the 
hospital into the full use of operating 
suites, in-patient rooms and the 
hospital grounds.  This precluded the 
need for a planned ribbon cutting 
scheduled for the end of February, 
2010.  The ribbon cutting will likely 
be rescheduled in late summer after 
the building has been painted and the 
superficial damages repaired. 

LMM’s first  response team consisted of medical volunteers from many parts of the US:     

Dr. Fred Brown, ER Trauma Surgeon, Delena Brown-Wilson, RN, Kelly Fluitt, RN, Helene Pearson, RN, Dr. Ken Elam, Emergency 
Room Physician, Dan Brown, Layman, Steve Nelson, Public Health Nurse, Dr. Evan Ekman, Orthopedic Surgeon,  Monique 
DesRavines, RN, David Fluitt, Pharmacist.  Team Leader was Pastor Brian Taule of Calvary Baptist Church in Charlotte. 

Four team members from Gastonia, NC and many supplies were flown to meet fellow travelers in Fort Pierce, Florida by 
private jet, courtesy of the Michael Waltrip Racing Team, on February 5. 

Missionary Flights International (MFI) was 
busy coordinating flights of volunteers and 
supplies to Haiti at that time. This 
organization was so in demand, it was 
necessary for the team to continue their 
journey from Fort Pierce to Haiti on a 
private jet provided by Rick Hendricks 
Motorsports.             Helene Pearson (left) and Monique 

Desravines (right) are Haitian-
Americans who returned to their 
home country on this trip to help as 
they were needed and to visit with 
family and friends.   

Supplies were taken from the LMM warehouse in 

Gastonia to the MFI warehouse to await shipment to 

Haiti. 



 
More scenes from King’s Hospital                     

An d we k n ow t h a t i n a l l t h i n g s God wor k s for t h e g ood for t h ose wh o l ove H i m 

and are called according to His purpose.  Romans 8:28 

As unfortunate as the earthquake has been for the people of Hait i,  a new generation of health care professionals has answered 
the call to serve the people of Haiti as has been done by our founders  since 1987.  Most of the early volunteers  have retired from 
practice and field service, but are still very much involved on the Board  of Lumière Ministries and in other ministry capacities.  Both 
medical and  non -medical volunteers are crucial to the future of Lumière and the people of Haiti. 

Did you notice the new logo?  We believe 

it represents a new day filled  with light 

and hope for the future of  Lumière 

Ministries and the people of Haiti.  

It is also representative of the new 

generation of medical, professional and lay 

volunteers who have come forward to 

serve in the wake of the disaster!  

Reading x -rays at King’s 

From Dr. David Hopper’s blog—1/15-23  (available on 

www.lumiereministries.com)…  “The patients were quite fearful of the thought of 

returning to the building.  However, we gradually got things up and going again.   We 

held a time of special prayer 

thanking the Lord the building 

was sturdy and praying for 

future safety.  We also prayed 

for the building (Kings 

Hospital) that it would stay 

standing and we could 

continue to use it.” 

New life, a time to rejoice 

Waiting to be seen 
More waiting  outside the hospital  

Hospital of Peace:  Arising from the rubble 


